Celebrating the Journey
October 2026 Newsflash

Sunday Worship weekly at 10:00 a.m.
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"Living Our Faith in Jesus Christ Services are livestreamed and can be accessed on

Through Acceptance, Service, and Love.” YouTube, Facebook, and www.algonquinucc.org

FROM PASTOR JIM

Just in case you only listen to music through Spotify, mute the TV during commercials,
don’t pay attention to signs on the road or avoid the newspaper, there is an election
coming on Tuesday, November 3", And, yes, it is our responsibility as Christians to vote.

There are those who claim that we need to vote, as Christians, to dominate our nation, to
turn it into a “Christian nation”. With those individuals | would disagree. When we vote
we need to vote out of the mindset of John Fugelsang, who in, “Separation of Church and
Hate” said the following:

“Authentic Christianity doesn’t see dominance, but transformation. Jesus of the Bible is
constantly telling you to go beyond your religion’s rules into a deeper kind of love.

This love is not merely a form of affection, or some passive, permissive state. It’s an action
-verb love, with all its challenges, discipline, and healing.”

The United Church of Christ is providing a way to live out that love through a resource:

#OurFaithOurVote WITH L“VE

Ucc.org/our-faith-our-vote

We can vote out of love, a love that transforms rather than dominates.

“Vote with love” is not telling you who to vote for, but how to vote. Vote with love — “an
action-verb love, with all its challenges, discipline and healing.”

See you on Sunday,

Pastor Jim



STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

Why do we give to the Church?

We give out of our thankfulness for all God has done, is doing, and will do.

Some would say: “Give until it hurts,” but that is not what we believe our faith is
about. We want you to “feel good” about what you give to God and God’s Church at
the Congregational Church of Algonquin.

In this newsletter, you'll find examples of the mission work taking place on behalf of
this congregation made possible by the people of this church.

The Stewardship Ministry asks you to prayerfully evaluate your household’s finances
and to consider what it means to “give until it feels good.”

Consider what God has done, is doing, and promises to do in your life and respond
with thankfulness through your church pledge for 2027.

Your 2027 pledge card will be arriving in the mail. Please complete it prayerfully and
bring it with you to Church on Sunday, October 25th when we will dedicate all
pledges received. If you are unable to attend that Sunday, you may return your
pledge card in the offering plate, or drop it off or mail it to the Church office before
that date.

For what you have done, what you do, and what you will do in the future, we give
thanks to God.

Your Stewardship Ministry
The Ministry of Finance




SAVE THE DATE & WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

SAVE THE DATE

*Please see our online calendar for the most up-to-date information

OCTOBER 1ST

Bibles & Brews (Port Edward)
OCTOBER 4TH Choir

First Sunday—Food Pantry Offering

6:00 PM

Crop Hunger Walk (First Church, Crystal Lake) 2:00 PM

OCTOBER 5TH
Ministry of Christian Ed (Zoom)
OCTOBER 7TH
Senior Choir
OCTOBER 9TH (church office closed)
Women’s Bunco
OCTOBER 10TH
Men'’s Fellowship
OCTOBER 11TH Choir
Fair Trade Sunday
Ministry of Trustees Meeting
Ministry of Deacons Meeting
Ministry of Missions Meeting
OCTOBER 12TH (church office closed)
Ministry of Finance Meeting (Zoom)
OCTOBER 14TH
Senior Choir
OCTOBER 15TH
Women'’s Fellowship
OCTOBER 18TH Choir, Shep-U
OCTOBER 19TH
Newsletter Deadline
OCTOBER 21ST
Senior Choir Rehearsal
OCTOBER 25TH Choir, Shep-U
Council Meeting
OCTOBER 25TH (church office closed)
OCTOBER 28TH
Senior Game Afternoon
Senior Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM

7:00 PM

6:00 PM

9:00 AM

8:30 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

6:30 PM

7:00 PM

4:00 PM

7:00 PM

11:00 AM

12:30 PM
7:00 PM

OCTOBER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

OCTOBER 4™: The 19" Sunday after Pentecost

World Communion Sunday

Note: The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served.
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Psalm 19
Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:7-15

Philippians 3:4b-14

Matthew 21:33-46

OCTOBER 11™: The 20™ Sunday after Pentecost

Scripture: Exodus 32:1-14 and Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Isaiah 25:1-9 and Psalm 23

Philippians 4:1-9

Matthew 22:1-14

OCTOBER 18™: The 21° Sunday after Pentecost

Scripture: Exodus 33:12-23 and Psalm 99
Isaiah 45:1-7 and Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13)

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Matthew 22:1-14

OCTOBER 25™: The 22 Sunday after Pentecost

Scripture: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 and Psalm 90:1-6, 13-
17

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 and Psalm 1

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Matthew 22:34-46
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
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Ushers,
Greeters, and
Liturgists Needed.

Sign-up today.
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Volunteers are

needed to serve
during Fellowship
Hour!




OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
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Sign up in the Narthex by October 9[]1

For more info see Janet Aggen
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Boy Scout Troop 151



MISSION EVENTS & NEWS!

1st Sunday Collection - Special Offering for the ALITH Food Pantry
Sunday, October 4th
“Be a Neighbor, Feed a Neighbor”

Food Donations: There continues to be a great need in our community for donations of non-
perishable food. Food donations can be left in the shopping cart by the elevator or dropped
off at the pantry at 1113 Pyott Road, Lake in the Hills. A current needs list can be found in

the Narthex. The food pantry will also take plastic grocery bags to be used by pantry clients.

ALITH INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY—SOUP ITEM COLLECTION CONTINUES
There will be a special collection for the Algonquin-Lake in the Hills Food Pantry
of soup related items. We are asking for donations of canned soup, chili, and
TS jtems to make soup.

InTERFAITH

PFUD There is a great need in our community for non-perishable food items.

Donations can be left in the pantry shopping cart by the elevator or at the food
pantry anytime.

SALLY NORRIS COPE FUND

€ %«“’ﬂ’ 4‘* Donations have been made to the following organizations, each for $500.00.
n- »
U"i

=h=J February—the Family Sponsorship Fund, March—NISRA (Northern Illinois

¢ ‘5' n\ﬁ ®» Special Recreation Association), April — Feed My Starving Children, May—UCC
o i s’ Pilgrim Park for Summer Camps, August—Cradles to Crayons.
NEIGHBORS IN NEED
" The United Church of Christ “Walk in Love” special collection will take place
ﬂ :ﬁ:il?rs Sunday, October 18th. This collection supports ministries of justice and

compassion throughout the United States.

MINISTRY OF MISSIONS
PROJECT IDEAS
| The Ministry of Missions appreciates ideas for mission projects. Please share
 ideas with any Missions member (Barb Erion, Peg Nesser, Wynn Ann Roggeveen,
g Alice Woertendyke, Paula Evans, Kris Panzloff), or by putting a note in the
container in the Narthex.




MISSION EVENTS & NEWS!

COLBECTION
-8 Soup * Tomatoes
| Chili  « Broth
* Veggies « Seasoning
* Beans - Pasta
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CWS CROP HUNGER WALK

Ministry of Missions is looking for walkers and/or donations for the CWS Crop Hunger Walk
which will be held on October 4th, 2026, 1PM at the First Church in Crystal Lake.

We'll be signing up to walk on the CUMC Algonquin church team to help raise funds to fight
hunger. 25% of funds raised comes back to our local community. If you’re available and
interested please check the website Crop Hunger Walk McHenry County 2026, look for the

CUMC Algonquin team (Debbie Thomas) and sign up to join us.

Location: First Church
236 W. Crystal Lake Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL

Sign in starts at 1PM;
walk starts at 2PM.
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GROUPS & STUDIES

WOMEN’S BUNCO NIGHT
*:3 Friday, October 9th at

6:00 p.m. - $5.00 entry fee
Join us for a fun-filled, competitive evening of
playing Bunco while enjoying wonderful food
and benefiting a good cause.

= ! BIBLES & BREW

o

&% W Bible & Brew will resume on
Thursday, October 1st at
Port Edward at 6:00 p.m..

- MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
.‘!,E!!,,,,s Men’s Fellowship will meet on
peeerreees Saturday, October 10th at 9:00 am.

September’s Bunco winner was Catherine
Erwin. Catherine’s charity of choice was
McHenry County Police Charities. g WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

”?~ Women’s Fellowship will meet on
McHenry County Police Charities has been - "JThursday, October 15th at 4:00 pm.
serving the children of McHenry County since
1994. Through numerous programs and events, .
most notably “Shop With a Cop” we support
happy childhoods for McHenry County

children.

P 4 held Wednesday, October 28th at

'@ 12:30. Feel free to bring a snack for
yourself.

BIBLES & BREW

Bible & Brew will be meeting Thursday, October 1st at 6:00 p.m.. If you have thought about
coming but are a bit unsure what to expect then read on. It is not a group sitting around and
only reading the bible and singing Kumbaya. It’s a low key way to talk about our faith, our
God and ourselves. We gather each month at Port Edward for a bit of liquid refreshment and
something to eat. Come join the fun and enjoy the thoughtful discussion and caring
camaraderie. And beware: You are sure to have some laughs!




MINISTRIES & MORE

i §1 THE HEAVENLY ATTIC - Open
Friday and Saturday from

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Heavenly Attic chose Senior

B\,
1T

Services Associates, Inc. for our monthly $500
donation. Last year, Senior Services Associates,
Inc. served 35,692 seniors in Kane, Kendall, and
McHenry Counties in northeastern lllinois. In
many instances, Senior Services was the only
place they could turn to for help or advice, and
in many ways, Senior Services became their
family. All too frequently, seniors face an
emergency when they don’t have money for
necessities like food, medicine, transportation
for medical treatments, or a utility bill, but

Senior Services find a way to help them through

the crisis.

We are so grateful to all who make these
financial donations possible. Fall is a great time
to check your decorations for the upcoming
coming holidays. We are happy to accept used
artificial Christmas trees, wreaths, and outdoor
décor.

é FAIR TRADE

g Sunday, October 11th

When you purchase products that

Fair Trade

usa™
meet Fair Trade standards, not only are you

supporting and compensating workers with fair
wages for their talents and labor, you’re also
contributing to protecting the planet. Visit our
Fair Trade table in Fellowship Hall, where you
can browse and purchase quality Fair Trade

products like coffee and tea. Visit our website or

contact Nancy Kneip for more information.
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CONSERVATION DISTRICT

AL 4

VOLUNTEER ON THE PRAIRIE TRAIL!

Join the McHenry County Conservation
Foundation to help maintain a small

segment of our extensive county trail

system! As part of the District's Adopt-A-Trail
program, McHenry County Conservation
Foundation volunteers and staff will meet at
the Mitchard Way (formerly Meyer Rd) parking
lot in Algonquin to help keep a one-mile
stretch of the trail free of debris and litter.
Take a morning stroll down the Prairie Trail,
meet new people, and help beautify the area.
Dress for the weather. Gloves and hand
sanitizer encouraged. Long-handled trash
pickers provided.

The minimum age to volunteer independently

is 18, but those under 18 can sign up with
adult supervision.

2026 Clean-Up Dates

9:00-11:00 a.m., Saturdays on the following
dates:
October 10

To sign-up or for more information, visit their
website at:

https://www.mchenryconservation.org




MTD YTD
$24,277.74 |$224,515.09

MTD YTD

Income

Expenses
P $19,393.49 |$170,518.64
Net| $4,884.25 $ 53,996.45
Mortgage Balance * $112,686.80
Checking Account
$33,020.01
Balance
OCWM $250 plus

member contribution $290.00 | $34,236.00

Capital Expenditures

Refer to Capital Fund
for details

Memorial Funds

Income $210.00 $590.00

Expenses - $2,343.30

Net $21.00 $(1,753.30)
Control Check Ok Ok

As of August 31, 2026
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Gc‘/b’o"ﬂ/ Happy Birthday/

10/7 Daniyel Carpenter ~ 10/22 Nancy Reebel

10/8 Jean Hertel 10/23 Marilyn McNichols
10/10  Alyssa Kirkpatrick  10/24 Dan Reebel

10/17 Sharon Stengel 10/26 Hanna Pociejewski
10/17 Ruby-Lorenzo 10/31 " Stephanie Barham

Happy Anniversary!

10/3 Tony & Michelle Tarosas
10/4 Art & Peg Nesser
10/6 Karen & Joe Thornsberry
Larry & Ann Venzon
Dick & Wynn Ann Roggeveen
Cory & Keith Kirkpatrick
Harold & Cherry Knautz
Dan & Nancy Reebel
Mike & Marilyn McNichols

thers in Need %ol BTt

Lynne Carlson
Beatty Nancy Ekstrom

Prayer

sser Elsie Fry

Anna Benjamin Gary Grai. Sue Kreibich
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Heavenly Lord, as we step into the new month of October, |
embrace it as a season of transformation and revelation.
October marks a shift in the natural world, with leaves
changing colors and cooler breezes, reminding us that change
is an integral part of Your divine design.

As nature reveals its beauty and prepares for the winter, let
my spirit also be prepared for the shifts and turns that come
my way. Lord, let this month be a time of introspection,
growth, and renewal.

burdens, regrets, or negative thoughts that might hinder my
" progress. As | witness Your creation transition gracefully, may

| also move with grace, adaptability, and faith throughout this

month and beyont=Amen:—

CCA STAFF AND LEADERSHIP
Interim Bridge Pastor: Rev. Jim Benzing

Newsletter

Office Manager: Ashley Hrynko Eadhi
Moderator: Nancy Kneip =Rk =
Vice Moderator: Anna Benjamin Please submit November
Past Moderator: Dan Reebel Newsletter Articles by
Ministers of Music: Bev & Greg Tipps October 19th

The Congregational Church of Algonquin
109 Washington Street, Algonquin, lllinois 60102
Phone: 847-658-5308 e Email: algonquinucc@gmail.com e Website: algonquinucc.org
Office hours: Monday — Friday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

The Church Office will be closed:
October 9th
October 12th
October 26th
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